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FIAF presents an HD screening of 
Ivo van Hove’s visionary new 
interpretation of Tartuffe, staged at 
the Comédie Française. In celebration of 
Molière’s 400 year legacy, the production 
has been broadcast widely across France.

This US premiere gives audiences 
a rare opportunity to experience the 
original version of the legendary 
playwright’s masterpiece that outraged 
the Catholic Church in 1664.

Ivo van Hove reimagines the original 
version of Tartuffe, censored in 1664 after 
its premiere and performed only once in 
its history. He turns up the controversy, 
producing a modern new staging that 
pushes the boundaries of classical theater.

TA R T U FFE



In his quest for Christian perfection, 
the wealthy Orgon has welcomed the 
devout Tartuffe into his home to be a 
spiritual guide to the entire household. 
But unable to resist temptation himself, 
Tartuffe falls in love with Orgon’s wife. 
Caught in the act of confessing his desire 
to the beautiful Elmire, he descends into 
hypocrisy, driving the family to the brink 
of implosion...
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S Y N O P S I S



Claude Mathieu 
Mme Pernelle, Orgon’s mother 

 
Denis Podalydès 

Orgon, Elmire’s husband

Loïc Corbery 
Cléante, Orgon’s brother-in-law 

 
Christophe Montenez 

Tartuffe 
 

Dominique Blanc 
Dorine 

 
Julien Frison 

Damis, Orgon’s son 
 

Marina Hands 
Elmire, Orgon’s wife 

 
With Vianney Arcel, Robin Azéma, Jérémy 
Berthoud, Héloïse Cholley, Fanny Jouffroy, 

and Emma Laristan
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C A S T
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Directed by 
Ivo van Hove

Dramaturgy 
Koen Tachelet

Scenography & Lighting Design 
Jan Versweyveld

Costume 
An D’Huys

Original Score 
Alexandre Desplat

Musical Collaboration 
Solrey

Sound 
Pierre Routin

Video 
 Renaud Rubiano

Make-up 
Claire Cohen

Assistant Direction 
Laurent Delvert

Assistant Scenography 
Jordan Vincent

Assistant Lighting Design 
François Thouret

C R E AT I V E  T E A M



Written by Molière 

A play in three acts and in verse 

The original uncensored version of Tartuffe from 

1664 has been reconstructed thanks to the work 

of “theatrical genetics” carried out by the historian 

Georges Forestier in collaboration with Isabelle 
Grellet.  Forestier explains that this Tartuffe was 

censored by Louis XIV as the latter could not, on the 

one hand, be the champion of Catholic orthodoxy 

and, on the other, allow his favourite actor-author to 

perform this satire of false piety in his Parisian theatre. 

The play we have known ever since, Le Tartuffe ou 

l’Imposteur, is a modified version dating from 1669, 

with a gentler pace and extended to five acts, whereas 

the first one was comprised of only three acts. 

This production marks Ivo van Hove’s reunion with 

the Troupe, which he worked with for his 

stagings of Les Damnés and Électre/Oreste, 

but it is also a reunion with Molière, whose Le 

Misanthrope and L’Avare he has already staged, but 

whom he is directing for the first time in France. 
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A B O U T  T H I S 
P R O D U C T I O N



He has chosen this energetic, if not to say 

frenzied version of the play, which focuses on the 

crisis Tartuffe sets off when he enters the life of a rich 

family that is falling apart. It focuses on Tartuffe’s 

passionate relationship with the rich Orgon’s young 

second wife, the conflict between father and son and 

the opposition between Cléante’s progressive and 

libertine vision of the world and the conservative one 

espoused by Orgon and his mother. Ivo van Hove does 

not forget that Tartuffe is a beggar who “is attributed 

the role of saviour and man of piety by Orgon, who 

finds in him a confidant and a spiritual master” so much 

so that, in order to “seal this unique bond, he decides 

to make Tartuffe his sole heir. The bomb explodes. Like 

many of Molière’s comedies, Tartuffe is a social drama.” 

–Ivo van Hove

Tartuffe ou l’Imposteur, in 5 acts, the usually performed 

version, was premiered on 5 February 1669 at the 

Théâtre du Palais-Royal and has been performed 3,193 

times by the Comédie-Française since 1680.
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A unique and absolute reference in France, the troupe 

of the Comédie-Française is the oldest active theatre 

company in the world.

Created upon the order of the King in 1680 through 

the merger of the actors of the Hôtel de Bourgogne 

and those of the Hôtel Guénégaud (Molière’s troupe), 

the Comédie-Française was established with the initial 

structure of the Société des Comédiens-Français. From 

Molière’s first companions up to today’s sociétaires, 

it has counted 537 actors. To date, the Comédie-

Française Repertoire has accumulated nearly 3,500 

plays. Constantly evolving, being revitalized and 

enriched by the contemporary works of each era, 

by its very nature it is never fixed.

By encompassing diverse themes and subjects, eras 

and styles of writing for the theatre, the works of the 

Repertoire constitute memorial space for the dramatic 

arts that is constantly evolving and expanding over 

time to include the most varied styles of writing for 

the theatre.

Learn more at comedie-francaise.fr

8

A B O U T
CO M É D I E  FR A N Ç A I S E



Pathé Live, a fully owned subsidiary of the Gaumont 

Pathé group since 2008, is a market leader in the global 

distribution of event cinema. Events are tailored for the 

big screen and are distributed live in HD with 5.1 Dolby 

sound via satellite broadcast or recorded in 2K, 3D or 4K.

 

Pathé Live has released since its inception over 200 

Events in cinemas internationally. It is notably the 

exclusive distribution partner of the Metropolitan 

Opera’s Live in HD series in cinemas across France, 

Switzerland, Morocco and Lebanon. Pathé Live also 

is the exclusive producer and the worldwide distributor 

of the Bolshoi Ballet’s and la Comédie-Française’s 

cinema seasons to over 1,700 cinemas in more than 

60 countries.

Learn more at pathelive.com
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A B O U T  PAT H É  L I V E
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A B O U T  FI A F

The French Institute Alliance Française 
(FIAF) is New York’s premier French 
cultural and language center. 
 
FIAF’s mission is to create and offer New 
Yorkers innovative and unique programs 
in education and the arts that explore 
the evolving diversity and richness of 
French cultures. 
 
FIAF seeks to generate new ideas and 
promote cross-cultural dialogue through 
partnerships and new platforms of 
expression.

Learn more at fiaf.org 



C I N É M A  D I S T R I B U T I O N 

Pathé Live in association 
with BelAir Media

P R O D U C T I O N 
Comédie-Française
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The recording of sound, photographs, 
or video images is strictly prohibited.

Please silence all cellular phones and other 
electronic devices for the duration of the event.


